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Life Group Study Notes 
“Great Faith: Abraham” 

Sr. Ps. James Lowe - March 3, 2019 

Warm Up (10-15 minutes) 
Choose a question to answer, or ask another. No right or wrong answers.  
• How many siblings do you have? Where do you fit in the birth order?

• How many times did your family move when you were growing up?

• What was your favorite place where your family lived when you grew up?


Word (10-15 minutes) 
Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org

Hebrews 11:8-10 ESV By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that 
he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith 
he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose designer and builder is God.

1. Faith takes a step.

Abraham had initially received God’s command to move when he was still in Ur. He took an 
initial step and together with family left Ur and settled in Haran. After a season he left there and 
went to Canaan, which was God’s intended destination all along.

It was important that Abraham took the initial step to leave Ur. More steps followed in the 
subsequent years as God continued to speak to him, but it all began with an initial step

When God speaks to us, whether through Scripture or prayer or our conscience or through the 
preaching, teaching, or counsel of others, we need to respond by taking a step. Too often 
people fail to move forward with God’s purpose because they don’t have a clear idea of an 
overall plan. However, if we will take a step, God will meet us and guide us, revealing more as 
we continue forward. Stop procrastinating, and take a step in obedience to what God has put 
on your heart.

Hebrews 11:11-12 ESV By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was 
past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, 
and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many 
as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
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2. Faith embraces God’s promise.

Sarah initially laughed when she heard God’s promise to bless her and Abraham with a child. 
Given their age, her response is not surprising. Her circumstances caused her to be 
incredulous. Yet God assured her and Abraham that he would fulfill his promise. He didn’t hold 
her incredulity against her. She responded and together with Abraham embraced God’s 
promise. In due season they were blessed with the birth of Isaac.

As we walk with God in pursuit of his purposes we will grow in our knowledge and 
understanding of his plan for us. As we do, it is important that we embrace what he reveals to 
us. Holding to his promises will anchor us, so that we will not cave in or quit when tough times 
come to challenge what God wants to do in us and through us. Don’t let past doubts hinder 
you from trusting and believing God today. God was merciful to Sarah, and he will be merciful 
toward you.

Hebrews 11:17-19 ESV By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who 
had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, 
"Through Isaac shall your offspring be named." He considered that God was able even to raise 
him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.

3. Faith passes the test.

Abraham was tested by God. The test called into question Abraham’s fundamental loyalties 
and priorities, and gave occasion for his trust in God to grow to a whole new level. Abraham 
reasoned that God could resurrect his son, Isaac, who embodied his hopes and dreams as 
God had revealed them to him. What had been promised by God appeared to be destined for 
death by God’s own decree, yet Abraham was convinced that God would nevertheless come 
through and fulfill his promises even by miraculous means, if necessary.

This pattern of hopeful promise, circumstantial death, and divine fulfillment has marked the 
lives of God’s people throughout the generations. Each of us will likely experience such a test 
some time in our lives. If we will trust in God’s goodness, wisdom, and power, we will see God 
work to bring about what he has promised to us. God can bring to life those things that seem 
lost forever.


Discussion (10-15 minutes) 
Choose one of the points below, and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

• What step should you take at this time to pursue God’s purpose for your life?


• What promise from Scripture or from the Spirit should you more strongly embrace?


• What can we do to better prepare ourselves to pass a future test from God?


Prayer (10-15 minutes) 
Pray any of the following, as well as any other requests you may have. 

• Thank God for his perseverance with each of us.


• Ask God for clarity regarding the things we are to leave behind and the steps we are to take 
to pursue his purposes.


• Ask God to strengthen each of us so that we might overcome all the challenges that lie 
ahead.
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